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Referee Centers Fact Sheet

AReferee Centerisastate-contracted vehicle emissionstestfacility that provides certain Smog Check
servicesformotorists. AReferee Centerisauthorized to offer specialized inspection servicesthatare beyond
the scope of California's licensed Smog Check stations. Referee Centers arelocated primarily at California
Community Collegesthroughoutthestate.

Referee Centersalso provide trainingand work experience opportunities. The Bureau of Automotive Repair
(BAR)trainsreferees and providestechnical directionand equipment. Refereesalsotrain studentsand welfare
recipientsforcareersintheautomotiveindustry.

Referee Centers:

1. InspectVehicles with Engine Changes, Gray MarketVehicles,and Specially Constructed
Vehicles

Engine Changes.

Vehicleswhose original engines have beenreplaced withan engine notoriginally
offered forthat vehicle’s year, make, ormodel.

Gray Market Vehicles.
Vehiclesimportedintothe United StatesthatdonotmeetU. S. EPA standards.

Specially Constructed Vehicles.

Vehicles, suchas dune buggies orkitcars, thatare deemed “specially
constructed” by the DMV.

Oncethese vehicles areinspected and certified by a Referee Center,a BAR label will be affixed tothe
vehicle. Anylicensed Smog Check stationmay performsubsequentinspectionsaslongasthe BARIabel
remainsinplaceandthe vehicle’semissionsequipmentremainsthesame.

2. Certify Vehicles with Limited Parts Exemptions

Motoristswhose vehiclesfailaSmog Check because of missingormodified emission-related parts, must
replacethose parts. The BAR’'s Emissions Parts Locator service helps motorists locate difficulttofind
emissions partsorifthe parts cannotbe found, aLimited Parts Exemptionisissued. WWhena Limited
Parts Exemptionisissued, the motoristmusttake his orhervehicle toa Referee Centerforinspection. If
it passesallotheraspects ofthe Smog Checkinspection, the vehicle will be certified. Ifthe partsare
availableintimeforthe nextrequired smoginspection, they mustbeinstalled before the vehiclecanbe
certified. BAR’s Emissions Parts Locator service canbereachedat(800)826-3566.

3. Issue Smog CheckRepair CostWaivers

Repair Cost\Waivers are available toeveryone whohasavehicle thatfails abiennialinspectionand
who'semissionsystemhas notbeentamperedwith. Itallows avehicletoberegistered without passingits
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Affairs

Smog Checkinspection by providingatemporary (twoyear) extension oftime tocomplete allemissions-
relatedrepairs. Toqualify, at least$450in emissions-related repairs mustbe madetothe vehicle atali-
censed Smog Check tation. The waivermay only be used once by amotoristduringtheirownership ofthe
vehicle.

Note: PriortoapplyingforaRepair CostWaiver, consumers should apply forthe Smog Check
Consumer Assistance Program. Click here tolearn more about CAP, which provides upto $500in Smog
Checkrepairassistancetoeligiblemotorists.

ToMake aReferee Appointment
Call(800)622-7733toschedule anappointmentwith aReferee Center. The Referee willcharge afeeforthe

SmogCheckinspectionsandservices performed.

Referee Centers also offer:

1.

Trainingand Work Experience Opportunities

Refereesalsoprovidetrainingopportunities. Trainingincludes careerpathinformationinthe automotive
industry withemphasis onobtainingasmogtechnicianlicense.

StudentLane TechnicianProgram

Referee Centersofferpaid, on-the-job, smogtechniciantrainingtoqualified students. Formoreinformation
onthis program, callthe Community College Foundation Operations Managerat(916)418-5200.

Work Experience Program

The California Community Foundation (CCF), underthe direction of BAR, and in cooperation with
California’s CalWorks program, provides welfare recipients on-the-job training at Referee Centers. Before
beingadmitted tothe ten-week,400-hour, hands-on program, participants mustshowthey possessthe ability
toread, write, interpret, make simple calculations,and understand basicrecords and correspondence. They
mustbeable toapply practical mathematics and basic problem-solvingmethods. When participants complete
the program, theymay mentornewtrainees.

TrainingMay Include:

Office Work

Safety
EquipmentMaintenanceandUse
Vehicle Inspection
EmissionsDiagnostics

OO~

The participants demonstrate their learned experience through performance and evaluations. After successful
completion, participants receive a certificate, areferral letter and help finding jobs. For more information
about this program, contact the CCF Work Experience Coordinator at(800) 757-2907.
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